Feedback from the participants of‘Beyond the Learning’, a Kirklees wide event organised by Children’s Fund, December 2006

Roots & Wings

What I really enjoyed about your presentation was………………………

“The clarity with which you charted the elements of the project to its conclusion”

“Hearing that you made transition fun and an achievement rather than a trauma”

“Everything” Really enjoyable and well presented”

“Seeing some of the work being done at the school”

“Fantastic ideas for transition and reinforcement of emotional intelligence”

“The whole school(s) and community participation. Up with the dinner ladies”

“Fantastic! Great transitional carnival. Many ideas to take back to my school. Thank you. Will be in touch”

“It was great to hear about all the practical and wonderfully creative things that you’re doing with children. I loved the idea of having a room available  at lunch time, open to any child”

“ Inspirational! Do need to capture the skills and learning from this work and take into ‘Children’s Trusts’, elsewhere”

“An excellent presentation with inspirational ideas. I am pleased your work was recognised so positively by Ofstead”

“seeing what the children have produced. I can really see so much scope for art activities and children’s development – surely this kind of thing should be promoted much further through other schools, especially with less academic pupils. Really good stuff”

“the colourful and interesting way in which you take the young people through the transition to high school which is scary!”


“such a simple concept of roots and wings. Being so positive!”


“The wonderful ‘visual’ experience. Looked like great fun with a purpose”

“Good practical ideas linked to theory”

“That enthusiasm shone through. This is one of the most impressive projects I have seen”

“Carnival sharing presentation”

“Excellent – why can’t all schools do it!?”

“The kitchen staff reading to children. Art embodying values children require from high school.  The carnival – brilliant idea!”

“the journey children take through the years!”

“Highlighted the project as being a warm school and wide community experience. Children must really enjoy their time at Chickenley!”

“Absolutely inspirational. Loads of ideas and thoughts about child centred services and community development”

“Wow!”

“Roots and wings – what a lovely idea!”

“The content and the delivery!

“The pictures of all the work that the children had done”

“That something vital is actually being put into schools so some balance with the ‘academic’ is achieved. Children need this”

“photographs and whole content – this is what we need in our school”

“its creativity and innovation, its intention to make kids feel great about themselves”

“it was very powerful”

“How clearly everyone could join in the children’s development and growth – great”

“It really made me think”

“the idea! What a great way of improving self esteem”

“What a breath of fresh air you were! You spoke with a genuine knowledge and passion about what we all should be essentially about – you moved me!”

“Visual approach brought it alive – very powerful”

“Inspirational talk – Overthorpe School would benefit greatly from such a project. Congratulations to staff and children involved”

“How creativity develops a whole range of skills. What a fantastic name and aim”

“ it made so much sense!”


“Emotional well being is crucial for children’s development and chickenley has truly ‘captured this concept’ with the Roots and Wings project. FANTASTIC. Spread the word. PS are you familiar with Daniel Colams Emotional Intelligence research?”

“The use of photos to show your work. Some excellent arts projects and ideas. A great way for young people to build self esteem and confidence”

A Question I’d like to ask your project is …………..

“ the 6 core strengths – are they in order? Or are they equal?”

“How can we mainstream this so that all children in Kirklees benefit?”

“how will you continue after CFK funding ends?”

“Are these plans to expand to other schools?”

“When your ‘birds’ take wing and fly – do you track their progress?”

“Is any work being done with parents/carers to try and ensure that the emotional stability can be carried through to home life?”

“What do you do with the roots when its time to fly? Cut them?”

“How did you get the teachers to support you in this and even more than this engage with it? What a fantastic project”

“Will the concept of Roots & Wings be available to use in other schools – if so how?”


“If OFSTEAD recognise the quality of such work – do the Education Authority & Chief reps recognise too?”

“How do you monitor and evaluate the project/approach and engage those children who are not actively joining in?”


“Where do you find the energy from?”

“how has truancy/bullying been effected since the ‘Roots & Wings’ project was introduced?”

“Can this be rolled at/developed into other schools? Are there any plans to extend this fantastic programme?”

“Was it just successful because of 2 individuals?”

“Is it now mainstreamed?”

“Shouldn’t this be part of the core business of every school? How can we make this so?”

“How much time does the project spend in school? What age do you start? What year group is the main focus if any? When will this be embedded into mainstream?”

“What impact has this had on both learning and behaviour?”

“Can this be put in ALL schools?”

“Who is funding project now?”

“How can you make this work in other schools?”

“What would other schools need to do to be able to follow your example?”

“How can this learning be passed onto other schools?”

“How is the success being measured?”

“How would/do you embed the emotional literacy approach of Roots & Wings into every schools? So all can benefit?”

“How do you think we should roll out this experience so all children in Kirklees are recognised as having Roots & Wings?”

“Are parents involved? What do parents think of the project?”

“has any follow up work been done with children to evaluate the benefits?”

A message I’d like to send to you following your presentation is…..

“Wonderful inspiring stuff….. if only all schools had more artists to transcend the day to day and let the children fly with the angels!”


“Excellent presentation – confident, informative and clear. Would like to see all year in all primary schools with same process, linked into high schools. Well done!”

“Great work – like the involvement of the kitchen staff!”

“What a remarkable on going project. I hope funding can continue for you to carry on embedding this positive approach”

“Excellent work being carried out at the school would be wonderful if this could be in every school.”

“Thank you for your insight to the dreaded ‘Respect’ agenda!. The understanding and marking of the emotional journey of transition you offer is an important message for us all”

“your priorities are SPOT ON. Well done this is such an inspirational project”

“it would be really good  if we could somehow link the Make it Real project which we are doing in Chickenley after SATS to Roots & Wings. We must follow this up” (Rosemary Tatchell)

“The visit I made to the school when a member of the CFK Board was one of my more memorable professional experiences. Talking to pupils about the representation of feelings in their art work was fascinating – and so positive. I think this is a brilliant scheme – well done” (Bryan Gocke NCH)

“I really enjoyed your presentation and was pleased to see that you recognise the importance of young children feeling they have worth. Children need encouragement and to interact with people of all ages and this builds their confidence. More schools should adopt your ideas and beliefs” (Sarah Mortimer Cobwebs).

“brilliant – why isn’t this being promoted across the LA? “

“Well done – very moving”

“I’d like to see the learning from your work taken into other areas across the region”

“wonderful, every school and community should have a project like this embedded in its culture”

“Well done to the children from Chickenely School!”

“brilliant. So pleased that (at last) OFSTEAD have recognised the worth of this work”

“With ‘choice’ being an element of encouraging children participation, please ensure those who struggle to interact with peers develop those skills also”

 “well done for developing such innovative way of learning and involving children and young people and parents/schools.”

“What a lovely idea – the carnival parade up to high school!”

“Still just as impressed as when I first head about the project”

“Your school must be so proud……. Change in Chickenley!”

“Brilliant idea and shows children can feel valued for other things than Maths and English”

“Your project is fantastic – a lot there for everyone to learn from and take on board for their own project”

“the importance of inspirational, champions and leaders. The mental health of individual is directly affected by the mental health of the community”

“Mary, I didn’t know yesterday I would be hearing you again today. As a personal observation, this has been (and is) one of the most effective programmes I have seen. I think mad adults demonised children and families in Chickenley and you and Lesley have freed them from that legacy. In the school, in the community, in the high school – I have seen the impact and the evidence. All the best.” (Tom Irwin)

“Your presentation was superb!”

“I think the work you do with the children is amazing”

“you have the right priorities for children”

“Excellent project”

“this was fascinating. I had never considered the possibility of using art like this”

“Continue the excellent work”

“Would like to have seen more about benefits and outcomes”

“well done – you are doing a good job – keep it up”

“you are amazing! Thanks for the inspiration”

“Excellent presentation, I would love to come and have a look around your school to see all the good work and share your ideas and implement them in our school”

“ I would send my daughter to a school with your philosophy way above a school that is considered a centre of academic excellence!”

“the work that is being done is empowering to others. A hard role to follow, yet inspiring and creative. Very good presentation, informative and humorous”

“Is Dfes aware of the impact of your work?”

“Roots and Wings is an excellent initiative and I feel sure must greatly care, what can be a traumatic transition, the pain of leaving junior school”

What I learnt from your presentation was…………………… 

“Art is definitely better than McDonalds. Running the Gauntlet….great idea…….nothing much could phase you after that”

“How effective social and emotional literacy is to enabling academic development. I’m so glad Ofstead recognised it!” (Sonia Garland Whitechapel Middle)

“Art can be a powerful medium for enabling successful transition. Gives power to the year 6 children”

“how the project has had such a massive impact on the school and the community. How it is done, how the parade works.”

“Learning can be fun is so obvious in your work”

“The work being done at Chickenley school”

“innovative project, child centred – shows progression”

“A presentation ‘from the heart’. How fantastically creative the work of this project is! How important transition is for children.”

“About a constructive way to broaden the aims of school to being beyond academic success”

“Fun an important element of supporting and nurturing children”

“an opportunity to actually make a difference to children if you believe in it. Interesting practical ideas I’d like to try”

“importance of participation, young people and school taking responsibility of transition in a positive manner”

“more transition work is needed”

“The six key strengths – very valuable. The vital link between social and emotional development and well being and achievement.”

“that Chickenley is very fortunate”

“Emotional stability does affect ability to learn”

“the importance of emotional literacy and aspiration”

“I learnt the finer details of a project I was slightly aware of”

“the idea of an ‘artist in residence’ was new to me as was the type of work”

“how the importance of emotional literacy and learning can be shared with the community”

“importance of curiosity - the vital role of arts and creativity in fostering this sense of curiosity”

“the importance of allowing curiosities to develop. Develop the social and emotional well being of children and the learning will follow naturally”

“about the unique way of approaching transition”

“ a real example of a powerful whole school approach!”

“Children need support when moving schools. About Roots and Wings and the presentation and different ideas going on within Chickenley School”.
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